
ABILITYLAB RESEARCH WEBINAR SERIES 
Winter Quarter 2025: on Mondays, January 13th – March 17th, 12pm – 1pm  

Zoom Link in Calendar Invite & Weekly Emails 
In-Person Seminars are Highlighted Below in Orange—Auditorium A, B, C  

 

Updated 11.27.2024 
 

Jan 13 
SRAlab 

Jing Xu, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Kinesiology 
Director, Cognition and Dexterity (CoDex) Lab 
Co-Director, Neurostimulation Lab 
University of Georgia 
“Dissecting Behavioral and Neural Mechanisms of Hand Dexterity after Stroke for Effective Rehabilitation” 

Jan 20 No Scheduled Seminar—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

Jan 27 
SRAlab 

Weikang Ma, PhD 
Research Associate Professor, Dept. of Biology 
Beamline Scientist, Biophysics Collaborative Access Team (BioCAT) 
Illinois Institute of Technology 
“Small Angle X-ray Diffraction as a Tool for Structural Characterization of Muscle Disease” 

Feb 3 
Virtual 

Sunghoon Ivan Lee, PhD 
Associate Professor, Depts. of Information & Computer Science  
Director, Informatics Program  
University of Massachusetts, Amherst  
“Developing Digital Biomarkers for Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Using Machine Learning and 
Wearable Technologies” 

Feb 10 
SRAlab 

Deborah Backus, PT, PhD, FACRM 
Vice President, Research and Innovation  
Director, Virginia C. Crawford Research Institute 
Shepherd Center, GA 
“Integrating research, innovation, and clinical practice to drive the best care for people with MS” 

Feb 17 No Scheduled Seminar—President’s Day Holiday 

Feb 24 
SRAlab 

Colin Franz, MD, PhD 
Attending Physician Scientist, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
Assistant Professor, Depts. of Neurology & PM&R, Northwestern University  
“Restoring Function After Spinal Cord and Complex Nerve Injury: Translating Discoveries from Bedside to 
Bench and Back Again” 

Mar 3 
Virtual  

Allen Heinemann, PhD 
Director, Center for Rehabilitation Outcomes Research, Shirley Ryan AbilityLab 
Professor, Dept. of PM&R, Northwestern University 
“The Editor's Perspective: Challenges and Opportunities in Scientific Publishing” 

Mar 10 
SRAlab 

Sangeetha Madhavan, PhD 
Professor, Dept of Physical Therapy 
Director, Brain Plasticity Lab 
UIC College of Applied Health Sciences 
“The Promise of tDCS: Is There a Path Forward for Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation?” 

Mar 17 
Virtual 

Sean Dukelow, MD, PhD 
Professor & Head, Dept. of PM&R 
Medical Director of Stroke Rehabilitation, Calgary Stroke Program 
University of Calgary  
“Clinical Trials and Technology in Stroke Rehabilitation” 

 


